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Dear Mr Wigodsky, 
Thank you for the opportunity to feedback on PHARMAC’s Review of Exceptional Circumstances.  The Pharmacist and Therapeutics SIG of the Paediatric Society of New Zealand have reviewed the document and provide the following feedback. Our views on Exceptional Circumstances are those from a perspective of providing medicines for children.
Definition of “Exceptional Circumstances”
The term “Exceptional Circumstances“ in most cases is a good definition and justifiable method of supplying a medicine that is not currently funded on the pharmaceutical schedule.  In paediatrics, use of commercial liquid preparations and formulation of extemporaneous compounds are necessary.  Dispensing of an unfunded medicine in a liquid form for a paediatric patient which ordinarily is funded in the tablet form for an adult patient should not be defined as an “exceptional circumstance”.  More consideration of the paediatric population is needed here.    
Criteria for funding
There is often limited published evidence available for paediatric sub-specialty medicine. Many clinical decisions are therefore based on clinical experience and case reports. In these cases, the clinical opinion of the paediatric sub-specialist can be most relevant form of evidence.  There needs to be a structured, easy to follow process for approval of paediatric medicines particularly in the sub specialty areas which are not listed on the pharmaceutical schedule.  When considering applications, PTAC should be encouraged to seek more advice from paediatric medical subspecialists and paediatric pharmacists, acknowledging their role in providing information on medicines for children.   A separate paediatric sub-committee feeding into PHARMAC would increase awareness of the funding issues and facilitate quality use of medicines in children.  

Operational
Ideally, there should be one exceptional circumstances scheme for all funding applications.  These should be centrally approved and funded, and the approval data stored in an easily accessible central database.  This would negate the need for approvals to be faxed to appropriate parties.  Any application form should be simple and concise i.e. one page only.  Prescribers should also be able to send applications to PHARMAC electronically and in the paper form.  Auditing of exceptional circumstances requests should be done periodically and results made available to prescribers and other healthcare professionals.   
Brenda Hughes (Convenor, Pharmacist & Therapeutics Special Interest Group The Paediatric Society of New Zealand) 
Andrew Sutton ( Pharmacy Team Leader, Women & Children’s Health, ADHB) 
This letter was written and supported by members of the Pharmacist & Therapeutics Special Interest Group.  



