
PPAAEEDDIIAATTRRIICC  SSOOCCIIEETTYY  OOFF  NNEEWW  ZZEEAALLAANNDD  PPOOSSIITTIIOONN  SSTTAATTEEMMEENNTT  OONN  TTHHEE  PPRROOVVIISSIIOONN  

OOFF  SSWWIIMMMMIINNGG  PPOOOOLL  FFEENNCCIINNGG    
 

TTHHEE  PPAAEEDDIIAATTRRIICC  SSOOCCIIEETTYY  OOFF  NNEEWW  ZZEEAALLAANNDD  BBEELLIIEEVVEESS  TTHHAATT::  
1. Drowning in swimming pools is an important and preventable cause of injury mortality and 

morbidity of New Zealand children. 
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2. All appropriate legislative, administrative, social and educational measures should be 
taken to protect children from injury, neglect or negligent treatment while they are in the 
care of parent (s), legal guardians (s), or any other person who has care of the child. 
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3. Fencing which completely encloses a swimming pool (that is four sided fencing) and 
isolates it from the home has been shown to be the most effective method of preventing 
young children drowning in home pools.  Pool fences should have dynamic and secure 
self latching gates or doors at any point of entry and these should effectively maintain the 
isolation of the pool from the house. 
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4. Swimming pool alarm systems triggered by children entering an area or entering the 
water (and other alternative devices to fencing, such as pool covers) have not been 
demonstrated as adequate alternatives to fully enclosing fencing.  Note: There is no 
evidence that shows alarms or other measures can be as safe or as effective at 
preventing child drowning as a barrier fence.   

 

TTHHEE  PPAAEEDDIIAATTRRIICC  SSOOCCIIEETTYY  OOFF  NNEEWW  ZZEEAALLAANNDD  NNOOTTEESS  TTHHAATT;;  
5. The Child & Youth Mortality Review Committee’s Fifth Report to the Minister of Health 

(2009) notes that the Fencing of Swimming Pools Act (1987) has reduced child drowning 
in home swimming pools.  During a seven year period prior to the introduction of the Act 
an average of 11.5 children under the age of five drowned per year in home swimming 
pools.  Following implementation of the Act an average of 2 children under the age of five 
drowned per year (2002-2008), this was despite an estimated 30% increase in home 
swimming pools. 
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6. The majority of infants and children who drowned in home swimming pools during the 
reviewed period (2002-2008) did so primarily because at the time the swimming pools 
were not compliant with the Fencing of Swimming Pools Act (1987). Non compliance 
occurs through the deterioration of pool fences, gates and gate-latches failing, misuse 
(gates propped open) or modifications. 
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7. The Child & Youth Mortality Review Committee’s Fifth Report to the Minister of Health 
(2009) noted that there is variable checking of swimming pool compliance, a lack of 
ongoing maintenance of pool fences and a lack of education for pool owners and users. 
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8. In 2007 seventy-three Local Authorities were surveyed regarding enforcement of the 
Fencing of Swimming Pools Act. Of the forty-nine Local Authorities who responded, only 
thirty-one said they had a programme for re-inspecting swimming pool fences to ensure 
ongoing compliance. 
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9. The World Report on Child Injury Prevention states that “Interventions that appear most 
effective are those encompassing a variety of strategies including legislation, 
environmental modification and education” (page 20).

10
  The Child and Youth Mortality 

Review Committee and Water Safety New Zealand recommend public education on the 

circumstances where there is a heightened risk of child drowning. 
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TTHHEE  PPAAEEDDIIAATTRRIICC  SSOOCCIIEETTYY  OOFF  NNEEWW  ZZEEAALLAANNDD  RREECCOOMMMMEENNDDSS::  
10. New Zealand Government legislation requires the effective fencing of both newly 

constructed and existing swimming pools; and this legislation includes monitoring (a pool 
safety ‘warrant of fitness’) and education and enforcement provisions to maintain the 
highest level of safety for children. 

 

11. Water safety education programmes for the public include the information that home 
swimming pools need an effective barrier (i.e. be compliant with the Fencing of Swimming 
Pools Act) at all times and that young children must always be closely supervised by an 
adult when they are near any body of water.
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