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COMMITTEES & SPECIAL INTEREST GROUPS

A Special Interest Group (SIG)  provides opportunities for members with common interests to share knowledge and learning opportunities, provide advocacy and act as a reference group for the associated Committees.

A Special Interest Group:

· Established once a significant number of members express an interest


· Membership determined by virtue of interest in the subject


· There is no restriction on total membership 


· A Special Interest Group will  elect a Committee once membership exceeds 8.

 A Special Interest Group may form if more than five members support its formation and it is approved by Council. Once a Special Interest Group has 8 members more formal processes will be required and a Committee formed.

A Committee is the body appointed by a SIG and endorsed by the Council to represent SIG in PSNZ activities 

The function of the Committee is to develop position statements, guidelines and other items and support the functioning of an associated Special Interest Group.

A Committee is:

Elected by the Special Interest Group and endorsed  by Council 

The Committee elects a Chair and seeks approval from Council

The committee membership should aim to offer appropriate representation from different geographical, clinical and professional backgrounds.

Generic Terms of Reference

Paediatric Society of New Zealand Committees

Responsible to:

 Council of Paediatric Society of New Zealand Inc (PSNZ)

Function: 

The function of the Committee is to be instrumental in assisting the PSNZ  to:

 develop position statements, guidelines and other items

 support the functioning of an associated Special Interest Group.

 provide a forum for similarly interested society members to develop policies and strategies consistent with the vision and objectives of the PSNZ 

 act as a source of expertise in the particular interest.

 assist in the co-ordination of child health services across the country through the development of the child health network.

 to advocate for children and adolescents on all issues related to their health at a local, regional and national level

Role:
a) Act as a focal point for discussion by child health professionals relating to Committees sphere of interest.

b) Provide regular clinical updates relating to current issues  to the Website

c) Provide considered submissions relating to relevant health issues for children

d) Improve co-ordination of services through development of the network

e) Provide President/CEO with expert input for media statements and responses relating to medical, political and social issues 

f) Provide input to discussions within the PSNZ about training of, and continuing education of, general and neonatal paediatricians and nursing and paramedical staff in relation to Committee sphere of interest

g) Provide nominations for representatives to external committees as requested by Council

h) Develop key quality indicators for relevant conditions and provide to MOH via Council.

i) Assist in the recruitment of new members for the Society
j) Promote the Society as appropriate.
Accountability:
The 


Committee is a Committee of the Paediatric Society of New Zealand and shall report to the Society. Regular report (or minutes of the meeting) shall be provided to Council and posted on the website.  Council may also request the Committees to prepare information or act on specific relevant issues.

The procedures of the Committees shall comply with the Constitution and rules of the Paediatric Society Inc.

Membership Eligibility:  Any Society member with a particular expertise in the specialty

Support:

The Chief Executive Officer working together with the Chair shall be responsible for coordinating advice and support for the Committee. 

Linkages: 

Council, Chief Executive Officer, Administrative Officer, other Committee Chairpersons, and wider Paediatric Society membership

Meetings:

Meetings may be by teleconference, email or face-to face according to the agreements of the members. Each Committee will be funded by the Society for 2 teleconferences per annum. It is expected that each Committee will hold  one face-to-face meeting per year. 

Review of Terms of Reference:

The terms of reference for the Committees will be reviewed annually in December following the Annual General Meeting of the Society.
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