
Clinical question: Do systemic corticosteroids improve clinical outcome compared with placebo in acute bronchiolitis 
Results Study authors 
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Patel 2004 Meta 
analysis: 
7 trials 

236 
236 

Steroid 
Placebo 

Length of stay    -0.38 [-0.81, 0.05]   

Patel 2004 Meta 
analysis: 
8 trials 

158 
151 

Steroid 
Placebo 

Day 3 mean score    -0.20 [-0.73, 0.32]   

Patel 2004 Meta 
analysis: 
3 trials 

80 
76 

Steroid 
Placebo 

Direct admission rates 16/80 19/76 1.05 
[0.23, 
4.87] 

   

           

 




